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Kabbalah
A DICTIONARY OF

“...an impressive and lucid, erudite book...
Dan Cohn-Sherbok has the rare scholarly 

ability to clearly encapsulate the
complexities of Kabbalah.”
Z’ev ben Shimon Halevi

Principal, The Kabbalah Society

This dictionary makes centuries of kabbalistic work accessible. 
Its topics range from the mysteries of the Godhead to the order of 
the universe, its different worlds and inhabitants. It covers early 
Merkavah mysticism, the golden era of medieval Spain, the flowering 
in Safed, the Hasidic movement of eastern Europe and the modern 
era. Fascinating biographies bring to life the story of those people who 
formulated and developed Kabbalah.

The Dictionary of Kabbalah and Kabbalists is an invaluable source-
book for both scholars and students of Kabbalah.

Professor Dan Cohn-Sherbok was professor of Judaism at the Univer-
sity of Wales and is currently visiting professor at St Mary’s University 
College. A major figure in Jewish scholarship and debate, he is the 
author and editor of over 80 books.
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A Dictionary of Kabbalah and 
Kabbalists

Dan Cohn-Sherbok
The Book

Designed as a reference work for the student and general reader, 
this Kabbalistic dictionary is a concise and handy guide to the his-
tory and treasures of the Jewish mystical tradition. It is the first diction-
ary of Kabbalah to provide an overview of the major themes of Jewish 
Kabbalistic thought as it developed over the centuries and also contains 
brief introductions to its major practitioners. In addition to the dictionary 
itself, the book contains a chronology of Kabbalah, a history of Kabba-
lah from ancient times to the present, maps, illustrations and an insight 
into the emergence of the Kabbalah Centre in California, where many stars, including Madonna, worship.

The Author

Dan Cohn-Sherbok was born in Denver, Colorado, and was ordained a Reform rabbi at the Hebrew 
Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion, where he gained a doctorate in divinity. He has served 
as a rabbi in Melbourne, London and Johannesburg and received a doctorate in philosophy from 
Cambridge University. From 1975 he taught Jewish theology at the University of Kent, Canterbury, 
before taking up his current role as Professor of Judaism at the University of Wales at Lampeter. He 
is the author and editor of over 80 books which have been translated into Russian, Chinese, 
Bulgarian, French, Swedish, Italian, German, Greek, and Japanese.

Price: £12.99 (PB) £25.00 (HB)
ISBN: 9780955623967 (PB)
ISBN: 9780955623974 (HB)
256pp. 20 illustrations
Publication: December 2009
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Exeter Cathedral: The First 
Thousand Years, c.400–1550

Nicholas Orme

“... the best book on an English cathedral I’ve ever come 
across”.
Christopher Howse, The Daily Telegraph

The Book

There has been a church on the site of Exeter Cathedral since 
Roman times. This is the story of its first thousand years, when 
three successive cathedrals were built, including the present one. 
In twelve chapters, the author takes us back to the past to see why 
the cathedral is like it is, and what went on there. We explore its origins; its surroundings and 
buildings; its wealth, clergy, and people; its workings from day to day and throughout the year; 
and how it changed at the time of the Reformation. This is a fascinating piece of religious and 
social history, written for the general reader and illustrated with maps, reconstructions, and colour 
photography.

The Author

Nicholas Orme is a well-known historian of medieval England and of Devon and Cornwall. 
This book is a revised and extended edition of his widely-praised Exeter Cathedral As It Was, 
and a complement to his recent volume of cathedral essays, The Cathedral Cat.

Price: £14.99 (PB) 
ISBN: 9780955623981
160pp. 60 colour illustrations
Published: November 2009



The Cathedral Cat: 
Stories from 
Exeter Cathedral

Nicholas Orme
“An enthralling book of stories about the Cathedral’s 
past”
Western Morning News

“A sparkling jeu d’esprit ... Orme puts the grin into Lehengrin and the cat into Cathedral”
The Spectator

The Book

A cat with wages paid four times a year; a bishop cursed by a witch; and a lady descended from 
a swan. These are a few of the delightful stories from Exeter Cathedral’s past, unearthed by a 
lifetime of research into the cathedral and its archives by a distinguished scholar. We also learn 
of the man who arranged to have himself displayed as a decaying corpse; the storms, battles, 
and burnings of heretics that amazed the cathedral clergy in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries; 
and the problems of travelling to London in 1562.

The sixteen stories in the collection conclude with John Betjeman’s mischievous visit to Exeter 
in the 1930s and the absent-minded bishop, Lord William Cecil, who allegedly telegraphed to his 
wife ‘Am in Ilfracombe. Why?’

The Author

Nicholas Orme is well known for his clear and appealing writings and lectures on Exeter
Cathedral and its history. The author of some twenty books, including a collection of stories for 
children, he is a DLitt and DD of Oxford, 
Emeritus Professor of History at Exeter 
University, and an Honorary Canon of 
Truro Cathedral.

Price: £9.99 (PB)
ISBN: 9780955623943
142pp. illustrated
Published: October 2008


